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CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. A. M. Livingston
TIFA Limited
TIFA Square
Millington, New Jersey 07946

RE: Asbestos Hill, New Jersey
REF: CERCLA-83-On5

Dear Mr. Livingston:

This is in response to your letter of April 13, 1983, in which you expressed
concern about the hazards presented by asbestos deposits on your property in
Millington, New Jersey, and asked whether Federal funding is available to
remedy the situation at the site.

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
of 1980 (CERCLA) (42 U.S.C.9601 et sej.) provides the Federal Government with
the authority to respond to releases of hazardous substances into the environment,
establishes the Hazardous Substance Response Trust Fund (the "Fund") to pay
for responses, and imposes liability with respect to these responses. CERCLA
and the National Contingency Plan (NCP) (40 CFR Part 300) authorize EPA to
reimburse certain parties for monies expended in undertaking response actions
which have been preauthorized under 40 CFR section 300.25(d). I understand your
letter to be a request for preauthorization pursuant to 40 CFR section 300.25(d)
or, in the alternative, for EPA action at the site.

Because of the large number of hazardous substance releases for which
response actions are warranted and the limited resources of the Fund, EPA must
set priorities for Fund-financed responses according to risk to the public and
the environment. The NCP establishes a framework for setting priorities. As
you know, your property is included on the National Priorities List (NPL). The
site's presence on the NPL, however, dots not assure that a site will be cleaned
up by EPA. EPA estimates that Trust Fund monies are sufficient to fund response
actions at about 170 sites on the list. For this reason, in some situations
EPA may attempt to ensure that a party responsible for the release will respond.

EPA has initiated efforts to resolve the problems at the site and is
working with the State to identify responsible parties and obtain privately-
financed cleanup. In May, the New Jersey State Department of Environmental
Protection met with the National Gypsum Company, which agreed to take certain
interim measures to restabilize the asbestos deposits. It is my understanding v.
that National Gypsum completed these interim measures in June. tt
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EPA plans to initiate a Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study
of the site in September. This will enable the Agency to determine what
additional action may be required. For this reason, I have decided that a
Fund-financed response by a third party is not necessary at this time.

If you have further questions, please contact Robert McKnight in the
Region II Hazardous Waste Site Branch at (212) 264-0106.

Sincerely yours,

Lee H. Thomas
Assistant Adminstrator

cc: Robert McKnight
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